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Moving

Spaces

11.1 goals
 talk about homes and housing

 describe imaginary situations

1  Read the postings from a website about moving home. Then ask and answer the 
questions.

1 What do you think about the information in the postings?
2 How many times have you moved in your life? 
3 What are the reasons you or people you know have moved?
4 How do you feel about moving home?

2  Read the advertisements from an estate agent’s in Sydney, Australia. Match the 
pictures and descriptions.

homechange.org 

 homechange forum > australia > general

 An average Australian will move eleven times in their life. Originally posted by Craig84

When I read this statistic, I was SHOCKED! I’m from a small town and I now live 2 km from where I grew 
up. LaurenF

I’m moving at the end of this month and that makes 21 moves since I was 18. I’m 42 this month. TR

I hate moving. I want to stay in one place for my kids but we’re always having to move because of my 
job. Domo2000

www.homechange.org/forum/australia/general

A comfortable house in the countryside 

with two bedrooms, a spacious modern 

kitchen, a fi replace and air conditioning. 

Barbecue area next to swimming pool and 

beautiful garden with trees. Perfect for 

people who love peace and quiet.

Just around the corner from the 

beach, this two-storey home has 

two bedrooms, a traditional kitchen 

and a large bathroom. The living 

room faces north, so it’s warm in 

winter and cool in summer. The 

balcony at the back is perfect for 

relaxing. 3.5 hours from Sydney.

This modern one-bedroom 
apartment on the 31st fl oor 
is close to the city centre. 
It faces east and has great 
views of the city. Comfortable 
living room, wooden fl oors 
and balcony. Modern 
bathroom. No parking.

A

C

B

1

2
3

3 a Read the advertisements again and fi nd words for:

outdoor features 1 barbecue 2 s…  p… 3 g… 4 b… 5 p…
indoor features 6 fireplace 7 a…  c… 8 w… f…
describing rooms 9 comfortable 10 s… 11 m… 12 t… 13 l… 14 w… 15 c…

 b 3.15  Listen to check. P

$200 per week 
Longbeach Road, 
Long Beach

$380 per week
Wallacia, Far North 
Coast

$350 per week
Century Tower, 
Sydney

VOCABULARY
Describing 
homes
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v

4  Match 1–6 with a–f to make sentences about homes.

1 I live in a a the city centre.
2  It’s on b the mountains.
3 There’s a large living room with c people who love peace and quiet.
4 It’s close to d two-storey apartment.
5 It has a wonderful view of e the 10th fl oor.
6 It’s perfect for f a balcony.

5  Talk about your home or a home you know well. Ask questions to fi nd out more.SPEAKING

GRAMMAR
would

LISTENING

would

 b 3.18  Listen to check. What do you think of Natalie’s and Eduardo’s ideas? 

6 a What would your ideal home be like? Think about:

• location • size • rooms • indoor features • outdoor features • climate 

 b Talk in groups. What do you think of each other’s ideas?

Grammar reference
and practice, p140

My ideal home 1  pretty much like the place 
I live in now but I 2  it to be fi fteen degrees 
warmer, so instead of growing lettuce and spinach 
I could grow things like mangoes and oranges and 
tomatoes. That 3  really perfect.

Right now I live in a very small apartment, so I think 
my ideal home 4  a lot more space. It 5  a 
big living room, a big kitchen, big everything. I 6  
to have maybe two bedrooms, one for me and one for 
guests. Also there 7  really big windows with 
views of the mountains, like my old home in Brazil.

Natalie from Trinidad and Tobago (now lives in England) Eduardo from Brazil

SPEAKING

A dream home
1  3.16  Listen to Donna and José outside the estate agent’s. 

1 Who likes the idea of moving? Who doesn’t like the idea?
2 Which places A–C on p90 do they talk about? 

2  3.16  Listen again.

1 Why does José think they can’t move? (two reasons)
2 What solution does Donna suggest?

3  Read part of the conversation. Circle the correct answer in 1 and 2.

DONNA Imagine it, we’d come home from work, go for a swim … 
JOSÉ That would be nice, yeah.

1 They’re talking about the past / the present or future.
2 They’re talking about a situation that is real / is not real.

4 a Complete the grammar table with ’d, would (x3) and wouldn’t (x2). 

 What  I do in the middle of nowhere? 
 I bet you  fi nd a nice little school nearby.
 I  want to move schools.

’d = would

 you change your job?
Yes, I think I  , actually.
No, I  .

 b 3.17  Listen to check. P

5 a Complete these descriptions of ideal homes with would or ‘d and verbs from 
the box. 

be (x3) have (x2) like (x2)

I live in a three-storey building. 

Which fl oor do you live on?

José

Donna
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Le Corbusier
11.2 goals  

 talk about homes and housing

 discuss pros and cons

1  Look at the photos and answer the questions together. 

1 What can you see in the pictures?
2 Would you like to live in a place like this?
3 Do many people live in tower blocks where you live?
4 What do you think are the good and bad points about living in a tower block?

2  Read the article about Le Corbusier. Which paragraphs A–F are about:

1 a city he designed? 
2 why some people dislike his ideas? 
3 why his ideas might be important for the future? 
4 people’s different opinions about his work? 
5 his ideas for tower blocks? 
6 his tower block in France? 

READING

A

Le Corbusier – architect of the future?

92

A To some people, he is the father of a million ugly tower 
blocks, shopping centres and multi-storey car parks. To 
others, he was a genius, a man who dreamed of safe 
and comfortable cities for everyone, rich or poor. His 
name was Le Corbusier and his buildings can be seen in 
Europe, North and South America and Asia.
B Le Corbusier saw concrete and tower blocks as a way 
of providing inexpensive, quiet and spacious homes for 
everyone. He thought tower blocks should have their own 
indoor ‘streets’ with shops, cafés, schools and sports 
centres, and be close to historic city centres. 
C Le Corbusier used these ideas in one of his most 
famous designs, the twelve-storey Unité d’habitation in 
Marseille, built in 1952. Today, the tower block is home 
to 1,600 people. It’s a popular address and neighbours 
get on well. It has an indoor shopping street, social 
clubs, a kindergarten, a gym and a hotel. There is even a 
swimming pool and a rooftop garden.
D However, perhaps the best example of Le Corbusier’s 
vision for modern urban living is in India, 250 km north 
of Delhi. There, he built one of the world’s most unusual 

cities, Chandigarh. It is set around a large man-made lake 
and is full of parks, trees and fl owers. It has 46 areas, 
each with its own apartment blocks, shops and services. 
One resident, Ranjit Sehgal, says, “Chandigarh was for 
many a dream in the desert, a new beginning. People are 
terribly proud of being from Chandigarh.”
E However, there is another side to the story. Other 
architects tried to use Le Corbusier’s ideas, but their 
tower blocks were sometimes very different. They were 
cheaply built with small, dark apartments and paper-
thin walls. They were built far from city centres, with no 
indoor shops or streets. Some writers on urbanisation 
believe tower blocks like these create social problems, 
like crime and violence, and they blame Le Corbusier for 
the problems of modern city life.
F Laurent Bouvier, an expert on the architect, disagrees. 
“With more than half the world’s population now living 
in cities,” he says, “it’s time to look at Le Corbusier’s 
work again. His ideas were misunderstood in the 20th 
century, but they may be the answer to the problems of 
the 21st.”

Le Corbusier (1887–
1965) was a Swiss-
French architect. He 
built this tower block 
called Unité d’habitation.
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3  Read the article again. According to the writer, who has or had these opinions?

1 Tower blocks should have their own facilities.
2 People from Chandigarh are proud to live there.
3 Le Corbusier is responsible for some of the problems in cities today.
4 People should think about Le Corbusier’s ideas again.
5 Le Corbusier’s ideas could help create better cities in the future.

4  Talk together. Which opinions in 3 do you agree and disagree with? Why?

The thing is …
1  Read what some people say about Chandigarh. Which highlighted expressions 

show positive, negative or neutral opinions?

SPEAKING

VOCABULARY
Talk about pros 
and cons

2  Choose one of these topics and complete 1–4 with your opinions: 

• tower blocks • living in the country • modern architecture • living in the city

1 The bad / worst thing about … is, …
2 The good / best thing about … is, … 
3 The thing is, …
4 The trouble / problem is, …

The best thing about tower blocks is, you get a great view.

3 a 3.19  People speak in groups of words. Listen and put // between the two groups 
in each sentence:

1 The worst thing about Chandigarh is // it’s too quiet.
2 The best thing about the college is, it’s so green. 
3 The thing is, Chandigarh is too popular.
4 The trouble is, concrete is not beautiful to look at.

 b Practise saying the sentences.

4  Listen to each other’s ideas from 2. Do you agree?

5 a Work alone. Think about the area where you live, and areas near where you live. 
What are the pros and cons of each place?

• location • travel services and shops • things to do 
• the environment • other

 b Listen to each other’s opinions and ask questions to fi nd out more. If you’re from 
the same place, do you agree?

PRONUNCIATION
Groups of 
words 1

SPEAKING

Neena Ramesh, 
resident of Chandigarh

The worst thing about 
Chandigarh is, it’s too quiet. 
My parents live there and it’s 
perfect for them – a city for 
retired people. But it’s not 
for me. I like the noise, the 
sounds, the smells of Delhi!

The best thing about the 
college is, it’s so green, 
with lots of light inside. 

Le Corbusier was the artist of 
concrete. The trouble is, concrete 
is not beautiful to look at. It can 
look dirty and depressing if it’s 
not cleaned regularly. 

The thing is, Chandigarh is 
too popular. Designed for a 
population of up to 500,000, 
it’s now home to double 
that or more. 

Randeep Gupta, 
who lives in Delhi

Sehar Mohan, student 
at the College of Art 
in Chandigarh

Devi Rameesh, 
resident of Chandigarh
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Target activity333
Talk about a problem

11.3 goals
 describe imaginary situations

 discuss pros and cons

 talk about ways to solve problems

TASK 
VOCABULARY
Solving problems

TASK 

TASK LISTENING 1  3.20  Listen to Donna and Marisa’s conversation. What problem do they talk about?

2  3.20  Listen again. Which suggestion for Eva does Marisa think is a good idea?

1 Organise her day so she doesn’t see the Pierces’ daughter.
2 Talk to the daughter.
3 Talk to Mr and Mrs Pierce.
4 Write to Mr and Mrs Pierce.
5 Move to a different fl at.

3 a Match 1–5 with a–e to make sentences from the conversation.

1 Could she organise a talk to the parents, actually.
2 Maybe she should  b write to them?
3 I’d probably  c talk to her.
4 Would it be possible to  d if that doesn’t work!
5 I’d tell her to move e her day so she doesn’t see the daughter?

 b Read the script on p154 to check. 

 c Cover 1–5 and look at a–e. In pairs, try to complete the suggestions.

4  What do you think Eva should do? Why?

5  3.21  Listen to Paula and Leonardo talking about problems they have 
with people. What problem does each person have?

6 a Think about each situation.

1 How you would feel? I think I’d feel …
2 What would you do? Think of two or three ideas. I’d say …

 b Talk about your ideas in groups. Who has the best ideas?

7 a Think about similar problems you, or someone you know, has had with people at 
home or at work.

 b In groups, discuss the problems and ways to solve them.

My brother lives in 
a block of fl ats, and 
the person in the 
fl at above him often 
has parties.

Donna and Marisa are talking about Marisa’s daughter, Eva. 
Eva rents a room in Canberra with a family, the Pierces.
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11 EXPLORE

Keyword there
1  Put the words in order to make sentences from 

previous units with there + be.

1 There / with / a large living room / ’s / 
a balcony. Unit 11 

2 There / second-hand stalls / some / just 
over there / are. Unit 8

3 There / less traffic / ’ll / be / in 2050 / 
on the roads. Unit 7

2 a Notice the difference between there and it / they. 
Which highlighted words:

1 introduce new ideas?
2 refer back to earlier ideas?

There’s a café round the corner. It opens at ten.
There are lots of lovely parks to go to. They’re 
usually free.

 b Complete Ela’s description of her fl at with there 
(x2), it (x2) and they (x1).

 d Write a description of your home and favourite 
room, like Ela’s. 

 e Listen to each other’s descriptions. What are 
other people’s favourite rooms? Why?

3 a You can also use there to avoid repeating places. 
Replace a group of words in 1–5 with there.

 there
1 I love the Golden Lion cafe. I go  to the Golden 

Lion quite often on my way home.
2 My favourite room at home is the kitchen. We 

do everything in the kitchen, cooking, talking, 
everything.

3 I usually arrive at work at the same time every 
day. I usually get to work at eight thirty.

4 When I need to relax, I go to the river near my 
house. I probably go to the river once or twice 
a week.

5 I spend a lot of time at my parents’ house. I stay 
at my parents’ house two or three times a week.

 b Change the sentences in 3a so they’re true for 
you. Then compare your sentences.

I spend a lot of time at my friend’s house. 
I go there almost every day.

Across cultures Neighbours
1  Look at the expressions in the box. Tick (✓) the places you have lived in. 

Compare in groups.

a house a suburb a village a city centre a town centre 
a student hall UK / a dormitory US a block of fl ats UK / an apartment block US

2 a Who are your neighbours? Do you know them? Are they friendly?

 b 3.23  Listen to Megan talking about her experience of neighbours in 
different countries. 

1 Where does she live now? 
2 Where did she live in the past?

3  3.23  Listen again. What does she say about her neighbours in each place?

4  Tell each other about the places where you live now.

1 Do neighbours usually say hello when they see each other? Do they stop and chat?
2 Do they ever help each other with things like shopping or taking care of children?
3 Is it normal for people to visit new neighbours and introduce themselves?
4 Do neighbours spend free time together, or organise things together? What do they do?
5 Do their children play or go to school together?
6 Do people generally live near other members of their family?

5  What are your experiences of neighbours in other places you’ve lived?

Well, in our fl at  are fi ve rooms. ’s a 
living room, and a bedroom – ’re quite big – 
and we also have a study, a kitchen and a bathroom. 
I suppose my favourite room is the study. ’s 
also the smallest room but ’s the room that I 
really feel is mine. I don’t just work in the study; 
I also like to lie on the sofa and read a good book.

95

 c 3.22  Listen to check. P
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EXPLOREWriting
1 a Have you ever rented an apartment? 

What problems can people have? 
Make a list.

Can’t open a window, a broken light … 

 b Read José’s letter. Are his problems on 
your list?

2 a Cover the letter. Can you remember the 
missing information in this summary of 
the problems?

1 The … is broken.
2 José and Donna can’t fi nd … 
3 The … doesn’t work properly.
4 They’ve asked for someone to … but …
5 They are very unhappy about the …

 b Read the letter again to check.

3  Which words or expressions in the letter 
are used to:

1 explain the reasons for writing? (x2)
2 make a list of complaints? (x4)
3 make requests? (x1)

4 a You’re going to write a letter or email 
of complaint. With a partner, read the 
situation and decide on details together.

1 You’re renting a home. When did you 
move in?

2 You have two or three problems with 
the home. What are they? 

3 What do you want the owner or agency 
to do about the problems?

 b Think about:

1 how many paragraphs to write.
2 what should go in each paragraph.
3 which expressions from 2 and 3 you’d 

like to use. 

5  Work alone and write an email or letter 
of complaint about your situation.

6 a With a new partner, read each other’s 
letters or emails. Can you answer these 
questions?

1 What’s the reason for writing?
2 What are the problems?
3 What does the writer want to happen?

 b Talk about your emails or letters together 
and improve them if necessary.

Goal  
 write a letter or email of complaint 

y

r 

3105 Century Tower
Sydney
December 20, 2010

Dear Mr Scott,

I am writing to complain about the service provided by 
your agency. My wife and I moved into 3105 Century 
Tower on September 12. We are generally happy with 
the apartment, but unfortunately there are a number of 
problems.

First, the air conditioning is broken, which is making 
the apartment very uncomfortable. Another problem 
is, we can’t fi nd the key for the balcony door. Also, the 
intercom doesn’t work properly, so visitors sometimes 
can’t hear what we’re saying.

We’ve telephoned your agency three times and asked for 
someone to come round and fi x these things, but no one 
has come. In addition, I emailed your offi ce on December 
12 but again, I haven’t had a reply. I am very unhappy 
about this level of service.

Would you please contact me as soon as possible to let 
me know what you are going to do about this?

Yours sincerely,

José De Souza
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11 Look again

Review 
VOCABULARY Discuss pros and cons

1 a Which expression, 1 or 2, do these words go with?

bad problem thing best
good trouble worst

1 The  is, I don’t like hot weather.
2 The  thing about summer here is, it’s 

absolutely boiling.
3 The  thing about my fl at is, it’s got air-

conditioning.

 b Talk together. What do you think are the pros and 
cons of these things?

• summer • winter • Internet • football 
• fl ying • driving • pets • fast food 

GRAMMAR would

2 a What would you do in these situations? 

1 Your friend is trying to give up smoking. 
However, when you go out together, he always 
asks people for cigarettes.

2 It’s early in the morning and your neighbour is 
playing really loud music. You want to sleep.

3 You’re looking after your sister’s fl at and you 
break one of her plates. She has lots and 
probably won’t notice.

4 You’re driving to a party but you’re lost. You 
don’t have a map and your mobile phone 
doesn’t work.

5  It’s Monday morning and you’re not feeling 
well. You have an important meeting at work in 
the afternoon.

 b Talk about situations 1–5 in groups.

CAN YOU REMEMBER? Unit 10 – Hotel collocations

3 a Work in A/B pairs.

A, look at fi ve hotel expressions on p128.
B, look at fi ve hotel expressions on p127.

  Think of defi nitions for your expressions. 

A big room for business meetings  (conference 
room)

 b Test each other. Listen to each other’s defi nitions 
and say the expressions.

 c Put the words in order to make sentences.

1 a I’d four like book double room to for nights .
2  breakfast included buffet Is the ?
3 a have I reservation .
4 time breakfast is What ?
5 the time check-out is What ?
6 have access you internet Do wireless ?

 d Role play a conversation in pairs. Make a hotel 
reservation by telephone, then check in. Take 
turns to be the guest and receptionist.

Extension
SPELLING AND SOUNDS ck, k, ch, qu

4 a 3.24  Listen and repeat the words. How do you 
say ck, k and ch? How do you say qu? 

1 ck /k/ block back
2 k /k/ fork broken
3 ch /k/ school architect
4 qu /kw/ quiet question

 b 3.25  Spellcheck. Close your books. Listen to 
twelve words and write them down.

 c Look at the script on p154 to check your spelling.

NOTICE Expressions with prepositions

5 a Complete the highlighted expressions in the 
estate agent’s advertisements with the correct 
prepositions.

around at from in of to

1 A comfortable house  the countryside.
2 It has wonderful views  the city.
3 Just  the corner from the beach. 
4 The balcony  the back is perfect for 

relaxing.
5 3.5 hours  Sydney.
6 This apartment is close  the city centre.

 b Check in the adverts on p90.

 c Write an estate agent’s advert for your home or a 
home you know well. Use the prepositions from 
5a. You can use the adverts on p90 to help you. 

Can you do these things in English? Circle a number 
on each line. 1 = I can’t do this, 5 = I can do this well.

 talk about homes and housing 1 2 3 4 5

 describe imaginary situations 1 2 3 4 5

 discuss pros and cons 1 2 3 4 5

 talk about ways to solve problems 1 2 3 4 5

 write a letter or email of complaint 1 2 3 4 5

Self-assessment

• For Wordcards, reference and saving your work » e-Portfolio
• For more practice » Self-study Pack, Unit 11
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