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VOCABULARY
Describing 
homes

Spaces

1  Match the features (a–h) to the pictures (1–8).

a  wooden fl oors 8
b  garden 
c  parking  
d  air conditioning 
e  fi replace 
f  balcony 
g  barbecue 
h  swimming pool 

2  Rearrange the letters in the adjectives in bold to complete the advert.

Which of the 
features in 
Exercise 1 would 
be most important 
for you if you were 
looking for a house 
or apartment? Put 
the list in order 
(1 = the most 
important).

Over to you
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55For more practice, go to Unit 11 of the Self-study DVD-ROM.

VOCABULARY
Talking about 
pros and cons 
(good and bad 
points)

VOCABULARY
Solving problems

3  Nikos and Jessica have been to see the apartment in Exercise 2. Choose the 
correct words to complete their conversation.

4  Look at the defi nition of an agony aunt. Do you have agony aunts in your country?

NIKOS So, what did you think?

JESSICA Well, the 
1
best / worst thing about it is the 

location: it’s right in the city centre, which 

would be great.

NIKOS Yeah, but the 
2
good / bad thing about living in 

the centre is the noise. 

JESSICA The 
3
best thing / trouble is, if we want to live 

closer to your offi ce, then we’re going to have 

to put up with some extra noise.

NIKOS I know. The 
4
good thing / thing is, I’m not 

sure really I want to live closer to work. 

JESSICA But what about your long journey to the offi ce?

NIKOS Well, the 
5
good / bad thing about commuting 

is that I get to read a lot – and I can sleep on 

the train!

JESSICA Fine, then! We’ll stay where we are.

5  Anya has written to an online agony aunt, where other readers can make 
suggestions on how to solve your problem. Read Anya’s post. What is her problem?

1 She doesn’t like living with Fiona.
2 She doesn’t like living with Melissa.
3 She doesn’t like living in that apartment.

Anya, UK

agony aunt noun [C] someone who gives advice 
on personal problems, in a newspaper or magazine

Advice Online.orgAdvice Online.org

I live in a small two-bedroom apartment with one other girl, my 

fl atmate Fiona. Three weeks ago, one of Fiona’s friends came to 

visit from the USA, a girl called Melissa. Now Melissa’s practically 

moved in! She’s using our living room as a bedroom, so I can’t use 

that room to relax or watch TV. And she’s really messy: she never 

washes the dishes after she’s cooked.

Yesterday, Fiona asked if Melissa could stay with us for a couple of 

months. I want to say no, but I don’t want to upset Fiona. I love 

living in this apartment, and I don’t want to move out. What should 

I do?

ANYA:

www.adviceonline.org/youremails
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8  Complete the crossword.
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7  Write a piece of advice for Anya.

ACROSS
 3  not too hot, but not too cold
 4  with a lot of space
 5  space in the wall where you can 

have a fi re
 7  the opposite of 3 Across
 8  leaving your car somewhere
 10  used for cooking food outdoors
 11  in an up-to-date style

DOWN
 1  the opposite of 11 Across
 2  not small
 6  small area on the side of a 

building where you can stand 
or sit

 9  usually contains grass, fl owers, 
trees, etc.

6  Several readers have posted suggestions for Anya. Complete them using the words 
in the box.

Could ’d ’d should Would

Do you have a suggestion? Post your comments below.

NIKEY::
1  you ask Melissa to be tidier – you know, to wash some 

dishes occasionally?

UNKNOWN::

Maybe you 2  look for somewhere else to live. 

It sounds like your fl atmate is quite selfi sh.

KELVIN:

I 3  probably ask Melissa to pay some rent if she’s 

going to stay for a couple of months. It’s only fair.

MATEITO:
4  it be possible for Fiona and Melissa to share Fiona’s 

room? That way, you’d be able to use the living room again.

LADY

ENIGMA: I 5  tell Melissa to make less mess or move out – it’s 

her choice.

Could
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EXPLOREReading

For more practice, go to Unit 11 of the Self-study DVD-ROM.

9  When you want to buy or rent a property, the estate agent shows you the property 
details. Read the property details for 67 North Street. How many rooms does the 
house have, not including the entrance hall?

10   Read the property details again and answer these questions.

1  Which is the biggest room in the house? 
2  How many toilets does the house have? 
3  Find at least two things that would keep the house warm in the winter.  

  
4  If you are standing in bedroom 2, which garden can you see?  
5  If you are standing in bedroom 3, which garden can you see?  

11  Find underlined words in the property details with the following meanings.

 1  a room where you can cook and also eat 
 2  covered with stones, bricks, concrete, etc. 
 3  the part of the garden which is grass 
 4  the top of an oven where you heat food 
 5  everywhere 
 6  part of something 
 7  windows that have two layers of glass to keep a building warm or quiet 

 8  where you can wash your hands 
 9  designed and built for this space 
 10  covered with small square pieces of ceramic or plastic 

12  Why would 67 North Street probably not be suitable for these people?

1  Hugh and Tracey Metcalf have four teenage children and are looking for a 
centrally located house with lots of outdoor space.

2  Cathryn Reese is 89 years old and has some trouble walking. She wants at least 
two bedrooms, a nice kitchen and a small garden.

3  Craig and Marta Caputo have a two-year-old child, Ana. They’re looking for a 
house in a quiet location. Craig and Marta both work from home. 

the lounge

kitchen/diner

Lounge 4.32m x 4.93m 
Fireplace, double-glazed front-
facing window and radiator. 

Entrance hall 
Double-glazed entrance 
door, radiator, double-glazed 
window, staircase to fi rst fl oor. 

Kitchen 3.94m x 4.93m 
Fully fi tted kitchen, built-in 
electric oven, built-in gas hob, 
space for dishwasher. 

Separate WC 
WC and hand basin.

Bedroom 1 4.85m x 2.51m 
Double-glazed front-facing 
window and radiator. 

Bedroom 2 3.07m x 2.51m 
Double-glazed rear-facing 
window and radiator. 

Bedroom 3 2.26m x 2.26m
Double-glazed front-facing 
window and radiator. 

Bathroom 2.07m x 2.26m
Tiled bath with shower, hand 
basin, WC, extractor fan, heated 
towel rail and double-glazed 
rear-facing window. 

Front garden 
Mainly paved.

Rear garden 
Large lawn. 

Situated close to the city centre and 
railway station, this three-bedroom 
house is decorated to a high standard 
throughout and off ers full double 
glazing, separate WC, and modern 
kitchen/diner.

67 North Street
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DVD-ROM Extra A new home
1   Before you watch, think about a time you moved to a new house, town or country. 

Was it a good or bad experience? 

2   Watch Salvatore and Vesna. Answer the questions by writing S (Salvatore) or V (Vesna). 

Who …

1  … went to a place to help a family member? 

2  … went to live in a new country? 

3  … felt like a different person after the experience? 

4  … felt happy and satisfi ed after their experience? 

3  Watch Salvatore again (00:11–01:13). Match the beginnings and endings of the 
phrases to make time expressions.

1  A few years 
2  As soon 
3  … we had to sleep there, 

um, obviously during 
4  In the

a  as we arrived there, we realised that, um, 
windows need to be changed, …

b  the night, and this was during winter and …
c  end, the house was beautiful and refurbished, 

and the satisfaction was great for it.
d  ago, my uncle and I decided to refurbish my 

grandfather’s house.

4  Look at the sentences in Exercise 3 again. Which verb form do we use after the 
expressions a few years ago, as soon as and in the end?

5  Watch Vesna again (01:19–03:08). For each of these extracts, decide if she is talking about something 
positive (P) or something negative (N). 

Finnish (adjective): the adjective from the country Finland
inland (adjective): not near the coast
refurbish (verb): to improve or repair a building
satisfaction (noun): a good feeling when you have done something you wanted to do
Serbian (adjective): the adjective from the country Serbia
work in progress: If something is a work in progress, it is not yet complete.

GLOSSARY

Salvatore

Vesna

6   Complete the extracts in Exercise 5 with the correct form of the verbs in brackets. Watch again to check.

7   What verb form are all of the verbs in Exercise 6? Why?

8   Write about the experience you thought about in Exercise 1. Use the correct verb forms.

… it was winter time and, ah, it  (be) 

cold, and, ah, lots of snow around. No people. 

We  (be) sort of, ah, very lonely. 

… later on I, I  (study) Finnish and meet many nice 

people at the university and we gradually  (become) 

friends and, ah, I  (learn) to love Finnish food and …

We  (be) just, just us and this 

Finnish coldness and darkness 

there, everything like death.

… and everything that I  (hate) 

at the beginning I  (start) 

really loving. 

… and, ah, I  (change) myself as well. I  (become) sort of 

Serbian Finnish person and even nowadays, I, I, I like telling that I am not 

really a Serbian person but something in between Serbian and Finnish.

was
1

3

2

4

5
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