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Marquat, born in Cardiff , but with Nigerian parents is a typical 
teenager. He’s an intelligent, inquisitive boy but also sometimes 
insecure and shy. He hopes to do well in life and works hard to achieve 
his dreams. One day, unfortunately, he comes across racial prejudices 
because of the colour of his skin. However, just as he begins to think 
he’s alone, he discovers the value of friendship which will help him 
overcome any problem.

In this reader you will fi nd:
- Focus on…   - KET-style activities
- Glossary of diffi  cult words - Test yourself
- Comprehension activities - An audio recording of the story
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Chapter 1

Marquat wants to study. When he � nishes school, 
he wants to go to Cardi�  University and then he 
wants to � nd a job as a journalist. It’s very hard 
when you have to study and work at the same 
time, but he knows he can do it! 

Marquat learns things very fast, faster than his 
classmates. All his teachers know this and one of  
them, his English teacher, always says, ‘You have 
to keep* studying, Marquat, because you’ve got a 
bright future ahead of  you*!’ 

In class, Marquat sits at the front*. There is always 
a free desk there. His new classmates don’t usually 
like sitting at the front because they’re too close to 
the teacher! They like sitting at the back.

keep continue
a bright future ahead of you your future looks very good
at the front at the front of the class
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After-reading Activities

Listening
1	 Listen	to	chapter	5	and	choose	the	answer	(A,	B	or	C)		 	

	 that	fits	the	best.

   The four bullies are  A dancing. ■    

   B laughing at Marquat. ■    

   C listening to the music. ■   

 1 The bullies are  A faster and stronger. ■    

   B tallier and uglier. ■    

   C younger and more intelligent. ■   

 2 The bullies  A cry. ■    

   B go back to the party. ■    

   C run away. ■   

 3 At 6.45 Marquat A gets on a bus. ■    

   B runs home. ■    

   C goes back to the party. ■   

2	 Complete	the	sentences	with	the	correct	words.

 A bully    Alex (x2) Marquat (x2)

  A bully shouts, why don’t you learn to dance to Marquat.

1 “He’s my friend” says ...........................................

2 ........................................... runs away.

3 ........................................... pushes Marquat. 

4 ........................................... is on the ground. 

5 ........................................... is not scared.

Reading

3
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3	 Complete	the	sentences	with	the	words	below.

decide      gets on      respect       laugh      arrive      is

 The bullies ........................ and point at Marquat. 

1 Marquat ........................ alone on a dark road. 

2 Lots of his friends ........................ .

3 Marquat ........................ the bus to pick up his sisters.

4 Marquat and his friends ........................ each other.

5 They ........................ that friendship is the most important 

thing.

Grammar

laugh

5	 Write	a	dialogue	between	Alex	an	Marquat	one	day	after		

	 school.

	 ...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................

Writing

4	 True	or	False?	 	 	 																																				  T    F

 Four bullies are in front of Marquat.  ■ ■ 

1 Marquat thinks angrily to himself and turns round. ■ ■ 

2 Marquat wants to run, but they stop him.  ■ ■
3 Marquat is faster and stronger than the bullies.  ■ ■
4 Marquat sees boys and girls from his class running   

towards him.  ■ ■
5 Kylie helps Marquat to get up.  ■ ■

3
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Focus on...

Wales

Wales is located on a peninsula 
in central west Great Britain. It 
shares its border with England to 
the east and is surrounded by the 
sea in the other three directions.
2.9 million people live in Wales 
and the majority of them 
live in South Wales, in the 
industrialised cities such as 
Cardiff and Swansea. In central 
and north Wales, the area is 
mountainous.

Do you speak welsh?
Wales has two official languages - English and Welsh. 
Welsh is a Celtic language and is closely related to 
languages like Cornish (spoken in Cornwall, in south-
west England) and Breton (spoken in Brittany, in 
north-west France). Since 2000, all pupils in Welsh 
schools must study the language at school, although 
less than a quarter of Welsh people speak it as a first 
language. This is a very different picture from the 
1800s and early 1900s when speaking Welsh at school 
wasn’t allowed and pupils were often punished for not 
speaking English.

Island of Anglesey (North Wales)
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The land of coal
Wales was once the biggest coal port in the 
world and this brought a lot of people from 
many different countries to Wales to live and 
work. The population grew a lot and this also 
brought a decline in the Welsh language as 
the majority of the immigrants didn’t speak 
Welsh. However, as the coal industry declined 
in the first half of the 20th century, many 
people were unemployed and left Wales to 
find work in other countries such as America, 
England, Canada and Australia. There is also a 
big Welsh community in Patagonia, Argentina

CARDIFF
• It’s the capital city of 

Wales and also the 
biggest and most 
populated city in Wales. 

• Bute Park is a big park. 
Here Cardiff castle is located. 

• The Millenium Stadium is the biggest covered stadium in 
the UK. It is used for matches and concerts and can hold 
74,500 people.

The land of song
Wales is known as the ‘land of song’ and has a 
large number of male voice choirs, which were 
born in the coal mines and ironworks of Wales. 
Every year in Wales various festivals called 
‘eisteddfod’ take place. The most famous is the 
‘National Eisteddfod of Wales’ which is a festival 
of literature, music and theatre completely 
in Welsh. It lasts eight days and every year is 
located in a different place. 

Island of Anglesey (North Wales)


